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Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
The goal of Read to Achieve legislation, which became law in July 2012, is to ensure that every student 

reads at or above grade level by the end of third grade.  This law requires students who are not proficient 

on third grade reading standards after the student attempts all of the possibilities for promotion, to be 

placed in one of three situations for the following school year. 
(1) Students may be retained in a third grade accelerated reading class with an intense focus on 

reading.  These students are instructed on third grade standards and curriculum. 
(2) Students may be placed in a third/fourth transition class with a “retained reading” label. 
(3) Students may be placed in a fourth grade accelerated reading class with a “retained reading” label. 
Students in a third/fourth transition class or the fourth grade accelerated reading class are instructed on 

fourth grade standards and curriculum with a targeted focus on reading skills. 
 
If your child was placed in a third/fourth transition class or fourth grade accelerated reading class this 

year with a “retained reading” label, your child will be provided an opportunity for mid-year promotion 

on October 26, 2021by taking and passing the Read to Achieve Test.  Your child has also been given 

opportunities since the beginning of the year to show proficiency on third grade reading standards through 

mClass or NWEA MAP assessments. 
 
If your child is proficient on the Read to Achieve test or meets proficiency on one of the approved local 

alternative assessments, the “retained label” will be removed and your child will continue in the same 

class and be instructed on fourth grade standards and curriculum.  He or she will continue to receive 

intensive reading instruction throughout their fourth grade year to support ongoing improvement in 

reading skills.  If your child is not proficient, he or she will maintain the “retained reading” label and will 

remain in the same class with fourth grade standards and curriculum being taught with an intense focus on 

reading to move the student towards reading proficiency. 
 
If you have questions or concerns about this reading requirement or the testing that will occur prior to the 

November 1 benchmark, please contact your child’s teacher.  Working together, our goal is to help 

students become proficient and successful readers. 
 

 

 
 


